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Never attribute to malicethat which isadequately explained by stupidity.

-- Hanlon’s Razor

Thegreat philosopher Immanuel Kant(1724-1804) meets Joe College
(©University of Chicago Magazine)

April Meeting

TheNature, Spread,and Pur poseof Urban L egends

Intoduction

Our April speaker, Justin Masterson, who is the
“Legend Hunter” and senior at Miami University, beganby
telling astory about hisexperienceinfifth gradewhen his
teacher stood aneggonitsend ontheday of thespring equinox.
Hewasledtobelievethat thisdemonstrationwasproof that an
egg could be stood onitsend only at the time of the spring
equinox. Later,whilehewasastudentincollegehelearnedthat
anegg could bestoodonitsendonany day at any time. This
wasan examplefor himthat what seemstobetrueat firstis
often shownto befa seuponlater investigation.

Justin Masterson described himself as atwenty-two
year old student, avideo producer, afree-lancefolklorist, and
askepticwhoisalso religious. Heismajoring in English
literatureandinmasscommunications, isworkingat WM UB-

(Cont. Pg 5)
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May Meeting
On OhioCreationismand Oddball L etters

Themeetingat theDubliner RestaurantonMay 11
wasintended asafree-for-all of hot topicsin skepticism.
Any issuethat any member of theaudiencethought wasan
important topic could be raised for discussion for the
audience. But only twoissueswerediscussed in depth:
“intelligentdesign” (ID) inthepublicschool curriculumand
email correspondencein responseto blurbsand topics
brought uponthe ART website.

Wolf Roder, Professor of Geography at the
University of Cincinnati, opened thesessionwith abrief
discussion about intelligent design. He presented a
summary of thecurrent push by Christian creationiststo
includeintelligent designinthe public school sscience
curriculum as an alternative to and in opposition to
evolution. Intelligent design is aform of creationist
pseudo-science masquerading aslegitimate science by
using advocateswith academic backgroundswhoframe
their discoursesinscientificjargon.

Intelligent design advocates (IDers) do not
conduct their own experimentsto support their beliefs.
Instead, afavoritetacticof thel Dersistominelegitimate
sciencejournalsfor quotestaken out of context that they

(Cont. Pg 8)

In this Issue:
UrbanLegends.........cccoovvveeneeneeeniseniennns 1
Ohio Creationism & Oddball Letters......... 1
CommeNntS COMNEY......cceeieeereeireeireeireeinns 2
Too Many BOOKS........ccccovvevvreniciiiciine 3
PoemInaBoX.......ccoveiiiieiiiecciieccie e, 4
Puzzle for Thinkers........cceeeveeveieieivennns 7
Up Comming Events.........cccccovvevveeniennnnes 9
Science Book Club.......c.ccevveveeienrenrenene 10
Membership DUES ......c.cccoveeveeiiieeeieane 10
Membership information.............c.ceceevenene 11




Vol. 11 No. 6 Cincinnati Skeptics June/July2002
President
Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 “

E-mail: raa@cinci.rr.com

VicePresident:
LanceMoody (513) 336-9834
E-mail: lancemoody @cinci.rr.com

Member ship Secretary:
Nurit Bowman (513) 731-0642
E-mail:nuritb@netscape.net

Media Coordinator:

Bob & Diane Streifthau

Phone: (937) 433-4212
E-mail: rbstreifthau@juno.com

Program & Membership Chairman:
Recruitment Chair

Brad Bonham (513) 761-5613
E-mail:bonham@compuserve.com

Newsletter Editor:
Wolf Roder (513) 556-3424
E-mail: Wolf.Roder@uc.edu

Treasurer:
Rick Prairie (513) 681-8444
E-mail:Richard.Prairie@uc.edu

I nvestigations Officer:
Terry Endres(513) 941-6912
E-mail: kibeteen@fuse.net

Recording Secretary :
VirginiaJergens(513) 871-4876
E-mail:vhj @one.net

Publicity Coordinator:
Bryan Sellers (513) 385-6795
E-mail: bsellers@fuse.net

Web Site Manager/SANE M anager:
(Skeptical Area Network Effort)
David Wall (859) 331-3322

E-mail: darkon@one.net

The By-Laws require that officers for the
following year be elected annually at the May
meeting. They begin their duties on following
July 1st.

Copyright © Association for Rational Thought
(ART) of Cincinnati, Ohio, al rights reserved.
This work may be copied for skeptical, non-
profit educational useif proper creditisgivento
individual authorsand to the Cincinnati Skeptic.
We request you mail us two copies of any
reprinted material.

A
A - A
\/G ART Business G\/G

Election Results:
Thefollowingdateof officersfor the2002-2003 year wasel ected by acclamation

President, Roy Auerbach;

Vice-President, Rick Davis;

Secretary, VirginiaJergens,

Treasurer,RickPrairie;

Program Chair, Brad Bonham
(assisted by Rick Davis, Roy Auerbach, and Lance Moody),

Recruitment CommitteeChair and M ember ship Secr etary, Brad Bonham;

I nvestigationsOfficer, Terry Endres;

Newsletter Editor, Wolf Roder;

Publicity Coordinator, Bryan Sdlers
(asssted by Dianeand Bob Sreifthau, whowill dopublicity in the Dayton
area);

Web Master, David Wall;

M eeting Or ganizer , Randy Weaver
(assisted by Lance Moody, whowill mail meeting postcardsand Dianeand
Bob Sreifthau, whowill manageback issuesof thenewd ettersand other
printed material sat meetings).

Therewasnonominationfor M edia Coor dinator .

Unless you're still using a quill pen, you know that
Microsoft Word cares deeply about your writing. Type a
longish sentenceor averblessphraseandit warnsyouwitha
greenunderlineto makebetter sense. Useawrongwordand
itsoundsthedarmwithanangry, jaggedred underline. Donot
despair, though, Wordishere; right-click ontheoffending
termand Wordwill show youwhat yourealy meanttowrite,
or hadjolly well better writeif youknow what’ sgoodfor you.

-- BarbaraHolland, “Word' s-Eye View of History” Funny Times(Feb. 2002) p. 17

After more than a decade, the industry organization
Phonographic Performance Malaysia has decided to
changeitsnameto Public PerformanceMalaysia. Theboard
reportsit needsto changethe namebecause peoplenolonger
know what a" phonograph” isand read thefirst word of the
nameis" pornographic”’. PPM’ schief commented hewastired
of peopleaskingwhy heran such anunclean company and he
istired of telling complainerstospel | carefully whileconsulting adictionary before
making accusations. (MaaysiaStar)
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

Srange Creations: Aberrant |deas
of Human Origins
from Ancient Astronauts to Aquatic
Apes
by DonnaK ossy
(LosAngeles. Feral House, 2001)

Creationists often want us to believe the only
dternativetothetheory of evolutionistheir owninsistenceon
“scientific” i.e. Biblical creationism or its alternative,
Intelligent Design. Now here comes DonnaK ossy with a
book length run down on the wide variety of other
explanationsof biological history, most of them utter crank.
Shegroupstheseextraordinary ideasby chapter and source.
Thereareextraterrestria originsor creation by extraterrestri-
as. Thenthereisde-evolution, inthebeginning humanswere
perfect, but they devolved down to thisin 72,000 years.
Many origin cranksare hung up on race, describing non-
whitesashaving been created before Adam by thedevil and
not really human. The Church of the Creator and Christian
Identity religionbel ongintothiscategory. The* science” of
eugenics, and German Nazi philosophy drew generously
fromthesamewell. Chrigtian creationism, itspropagatorsand
antecedentsbeforeDarwinarelaidoutinsomedetail. Elaine
Morgan’ saquatic apetheory isgivenachapter. Her ideas
accept evolution, but suggest an alternative path to human
status. Finally, K ossy examinesthe Urantia Book, andits
connectiontoother cults.

Among themorerational historiesistheideathat
human evol utionwent through an agueati c phase, inwhich our
primate ancestorslived and hunted along alake or ocean
shore. Theideawasfirst proposed by abona fide marine
biologist, andlater taken up by writer ElaineMorganin her
book Descent of Woman (1972). The theory takes some
aspectsthat distinguish gpesand humans, -- thehumandiving
reflex, fatlayersingdetheskin, uprightwalk, lossof fur—and
explainthem asaconsequenceof aperiod of evolutionof a
small population of apesinawading and shorelinehabitat.
Unfortunately no evidencefor such anevolutionor sucha
popul ation hasbeen found. Moreover, sincethebook first
appearedfossi| evidence, e.g. Lucy andthefirst family have
pointed moreclearly towardsadescent fromthetreesanda

savannahabitat. That hasnot stoppedthecooksfromseizing
ontheaguatic apetheory for their purposes, and turningan
originally not unreasonable idea into a ranting pseudo-
science.

Theweird anthropol ogy of the Urantia Book does
not fit easily into any one category. The book itself was
supposedly dictated or channel ed between 1923 and 1955
by ahigher intelligencetoabunch of former Seventh Day
Adventigts. Insomethousand pagesthebook tellsacomplex
cosmology of gravity bodies, super universes, new
mankinds, all of which continueto evolve. The Urantia
Bookisunderstood by itsdevotees* asanamendment tothe
Bible, notareplacementforit.” (p. 216) Kossy comments
that it soundslike*what theBiblewould havebeenlikeif it
had beenwritten by lawyersand bus nessmen, rather than by
priests, prophetsand poets.” (p. 217)

AccordingtoUrantiadl life,including humanlife,
doesnot originate spontaneoudly, it hasto be constructed.
And, it hasto be constructed separately and over againon
eachworld—anditisnot clear whether theseareplanetsor
someimagined spiritworlds. Evolutiononeachworldisthen
directed by higher beings, — eg. Adam and Eve, M oses,
Jesus— whovisit theseworlds. Something, however, went
wrongonthisearth, andthedivinepowersarestrugglingto
stitright. DavidKoresh' sBranch Davidiansof Wacofame,
wereapparently influenced by theseideas, someof which
weretaken over from Seventh Day Adventism.

More directly influenced by Urantia were the
peoplelooking for “Human Individual Metamorphosis’
better known asthe Heaven’ sGate cult. Thesewanted to
ascendto ahigher world above human, whichleadtotheir
joint suicidein1997. Theleadingideawasthey would be
picked up by aspaceshipfollowinginthetail of thecomet
Hale-Bopp.

SrangeCreationsisavery useful sourceonawide
variety of pseudo-scienceideas, oddball groups, andtheir
writings

— Wolf Roder
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The Coming Sorm: beaches. Evenasmdl riseinoceanleve wouldthrestenmuch
Extreme Weather and Our Terrifying Future of theavailableland area, and the higher estimatesof ice
by BobReiss melting and ocean rise will make the entire Republic

(New Y ork: Hyperion, 2001)

A very striking book about the global climate
warming controversy. Bob Reiss clearly accepts that
temperatureincreasehasarrived andwehavetolearntodeal
withit.. Today, | think hehasamajority of knowledgeable
scientistson hisside. But, thereremain hold outs, who doubt
themaninduced climatewarming scenario. Onewouldthink
thisquestionispurely about fact, and that thebest sciencewiill
eventually decidetheissue. Thetendency amongingtitutions
and corporationsisfor thesocialy conservativetolineupon
thesideof refusingtoaccept theproposition, whilethemore
liberal organizations point with alarm to the coming
destruction.

Thecontending partiesdo have someagreement.
Carbon-dioxideintheatmosphere hasincreased by about
ninepercent sincemonitoringbeganin 1958. Theearth’s
land areaswarmed by onedegree Fahrenheitinthetwentieth
century, though the pace was uneven. The increase in
temperature has been accompanied by melting glaciers,
including arctic ice sheets, rising sealevels, and longer
growing seasons. Thisinturnhasaffectedthearrivalsand
departuresof migratory bird species.

The last two decades have seen several of the
warmest yearssinceat least thetwel fth century, that issince
thetimeof theVikings. Reissconcentratesonthisperiod; he
examinesthemgjor climatedisagtersinthat period, withthe
underlyingtheme: it canonly get worse. Hereportsonthe
great droughts, theextensiveforest and bushfiresinFlorida
and Cdlifornia, theenormousfloodsontheMississippi and
theRed River of theNorth, interlinked withthedevel oping
climatescienceof the period. Reissa soexaminesthegreat
stormsof the period which are perhaps|essimmediately
linkedto climatechange.

MostinterestingisRe ssexaminationof theissuesin
termsof the Republic of theMaldives. Youwill find this
country inthelndian Ocean southwest of Indiaand Sri Lanka
mostly north of the Equator. TheMa divesconsist of about
2000small idands, idets, tiny isands, and barebeach rock
islands. Most of theseislandsrise no morethan five feet
abovethewater, andthehighest pointinthecountryisamere
eight feet abovesealevel. TheRepublic hasabout aquarter
of amillioninhabitants. M ost of thecitizenslivefromeither
fishing or thetourist trade. Thecountry hasbecomeatravel
destination as it has lovely warm weather and glorious

disappear beneaththe ocean. Perhapstheir government will
sueusand other industrial nationsfor pollutingtheair with
green housegasesthereby robbing them of their country?

Another threadin Reiss snarrativeistheway climate
warming has become afootball in the US government.
Creation of thel PCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change) wasthefirst Bushadministration’ sway of kicking
theball away: let’ swait for the scientiststo makesurewe
really haveaproblem. Whenthe scientistsdocumented the
warming, thegovernmentincreasingly distanceditself from
doinganything. Whiletherest of theworld had at |east some
agreement at the Kyoto meeting, weduginour heels, while
some Senatorsins sted on no concessi onswhatever.

Reissnarratesasimilar reaction among corporate
executives. Epecidly thefossi| fuel companieshavebeenin
theforefront of belittlingtheproblemsof globa warming. The
author, however, shows how over time some of these
companieshave comearound. British Petroleum, perhaps
becauseitisbasedinamorerationa country, wasthefirstto
acknowledgethepossibility that global warming might be
true. They evenimplemented aplanfor mitigatingfossil fuel
use. Other companies joined the slow creep toward
searchingfor solutions. By 2001 some 28 of the Fortune 500
companies were lobbying the government, not to ignore
global warming, but to find waysof reducing green house
gases.

Reiss book isagood, journaisticreview of theroad
toglobal warming. Itisaclear and easy read aswell.

— Wolf Roder

Poem |n aBox!
e e

Thereisno FrigatelikeaBook
TotakeusLandsaway
Nor any CourserslikeaPage
Of prancing Poetry—
ThisTraversemay thepoorest take

Without oppressof Toll—
How frugal istheChariot
That bearstheHuman soul.

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)
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Urban Legendsfrompage 1...
FM asan announcer and anewsreporter, and hasrecently
becomeengagedtomarry hisgirlfriend.

For thosein the audience who were not familiar with
Miami University, Justin described theway tofinditfrom
Cincinnati is"tokindof gonorthwest until youhitthecornfields
and keep driving until you see sixty or so Neo-Georgian
buildingsthat all look exactly the same and you see more
blondewhitegirlsnamed Katiethanyou’ veever seeninyour
entirelife”

He continued describing Miami as the cradle of
fraternities; ithasmoreAlphachaptersof fraternitiesthanany
other university intheUnited States. Heheard aninteresting
story about one of these chapters which involved a
constructionsitenear thefraternity. Themembersbecame
tired of all thedust and noi se being produced at the siteand
calledthepolicetoreport that collegestudentsdressed asroad
workersweretearing upthestreet. Thenthey walked over to
theroad crew and told them that college studentsdressed as
policeweregoingtoshow up andaccusethem of being college
students. Whenthepolicearrived, they becameinvolvedin
heated argumentsand arrested acoupl e of theroad workers
beforethefactsof theincident becameclear.

Justin then asked, “Did you spot the urban legends
there? How many didyou count?’ Hereportedthat all three
sorieshejusttoldaretoldinabout dl of theuniverstiesaround
thecountry. They areurbanlegends.

After thisintroduction, Justin said hewouldliketotalk
about (1) what areurbanlegends, (2) how dowestudy urban
legends, (3) why arefa seurbanlegendscreated and how do
they spread, and (4) around-up of favoriteurbanlegends.

Typesof Urban L egends

Urban legends are
widespread and popular,
but they arenot necessarily
urban and they may betoo
modern and contemporary
tobealegend. Butthereis
no better term for these
storieswhicharepassedon
from person to person.
They may be apocryphal,
symbolic, anecdotal, pro-
verbial, lingusitic, or conceptual. An example of an
apocryphal urban legend istheonestating that the score of
thelQtest taken by George W. Bush wasthelowest of the

scoresof |Qteststaken by all of thepresidents. Thisl egend5

neither explainswhy thepresidentsweretaking thetestsnor
whichlQtestwasbe ngtaken. Althoughthislegendconveys
theideathat thecurrent presidentislow inintelligence, its
authenticity ishighly questionable.

Examples of symbolic urban legends included
thoseinwhichthetransmissionof AIDSviruswasdoneby
contaminated needleswhichwerewedged inmovietheater
seatsor by an“ AIDSMary” whoinjectsthe AIDSvirusinto
unsuspectingvictims. Justinbelievesthat thistypeof legends
issymbolicof our fearsabout Al DSand our recognitionthat
AIDS does not just infect homosexuals, promiscuous
people, or intravenousdrug users.

Oneof Justin’ sfavoriteanecdotal urban legendsis
thefollowing: “ There sahousawifewholivesintheMidwest
here in Cincinnati. She
goes out to Las

Vegas. It sher first
time sort of getting
outtothebigcity of
LasVegasand she
gambles at the dot
machinesall night.
Shedoespretty well
withahundredbucks
or sowithquarters, gets
ontheedevator togoback
uptoher hotel roomtogoto
bed, andfour big hugeblack men
insuitsget ontheelevator. Shestartstoget alittlenervous
and sheholdsher quarterscloser to her. Oneof theblack
mensays' hitthefloor ma am’ andimmediately shethrows
her quartersupand says‘ Takeanythingyouwant’ anddives
ontothefloor. Needlessto say thefour guysstart gigglingto
themsdlvesand sartlaughingand oneof themexplains‘ Hey,
listen, we just meant for you to select the floor on the
elevator.” Soshelooksembarassed; al themen arestill
laughing about it when sheleaves. Later, thenext morning
whenshegetsup, they giveher adozenroseswithahundred
dollar bill attached and anote. Andit says’ Thanksfor the
bestlaugh|’vehadinyears sgnedby EddieMurphy.” This
isthetype of talethat often hasawell known personasa
participant of thestory.

The next story Justin told was an example of a
prover bial urban legend, whichrelatestoabasictruthor
practical precept. It concernsasmall congregationwho
wanted to build anew sanctuary onasmall pieceof land
willedtoit by achurchmember. Unfortunately, thebuilding
inspector informed themthat thebuilding siteat thebase of
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themountainwasnot largeenoughfor boththechurchand
therequired parkinglot. Thepastor told thecongregants
topray toGod and ask himtomovethemountain. Thenext
day aconstruction contractor met with the pastor to ask
himif they couldremovealargeamount of earthfromthe
baseof themountaintouseasfill for ashoppingmall which
wasbeing constructed. They agreed uponthedetailsof the
earthremoval andthecongregationwasableto buildthe
church and the parking lot of the required size. Their
prayershad beenanswered.

Another type of legend described by Justinwasthe
linguisticur ban legend. Someof thesetypeof legends
pertaintoacronyms. Anexampleof thistypeof legend
concerns the origin of the obscene word fuck. For
exampl e, aknight whowanted to degpwithawomanwho
washot hiswifecoulddo soif heplacedasignonthedoor
datingthat hewasfornicating under consent of theking. Of
course, thislegend hasno historical basisandisbogus.

Thenotion/conceptual urban legend wasthefinal

typeof legend that wasdescribed. Justin’s

examplewasthat femal epraying mantises

adwayshiteoff theheadsof maesafter

mating, Thesetypeof legendsdo

not have anarrative, atheme, or a

plot. Generadly, they tend to be
accepted astruewithout question.

A Folklorist Perspectiveon Urban L egends
Theideathat alegend must befalseinorder tobean
urbanlegendisnottrue. Fromthefolklorist perspectivethe
important questionsabout an urbanlegend arehow isit
told, inwhat formisit passed along, andwhat isthenature
of thetelling structure. Thelegendsarebitsof lorewhich
arepassed from personto personwithout legitimateand
authoritativeconfirmation. Anurbanlegendisnever about
thepersona experienceof thepersonwhoistdlingit. They
weremostly spread orally, but arenow commonly spread
ontheinternet by e-mail and websites, and by electronic
mediain programs such astelevision morning “ news”
showsandradiotalk shows. Itisunimportant whether the
legendistrueor not, whether theteller believesitistrueor
not, or whether thelistener believesitistrueor not. All that
mattersinthetelingof anurbanlegendisthat thetellertells
thelegendasthoughitistrue.

Justin then paused to tell another of hisfavorite
legends---one that nearly everyone would find hard to
believe. Scientistsweredrillingin Siberiaandwhenthedrill
holewas 14 kilometersdeepthedrill bit hit an areaof no

resistance, anindicationthat they wereinahollow placeinthe
Earth’s crust. When they lowered a thermometer and a
microphone down the hole into the hollow place, they
measured atemperature of two thousand degreesand they
heard peoplescreaming. Obviously they had discoveredthe
locationof Hell.

Whilefolkloristsstudy urbanlegendsinasocial context,
other researchersstudy themwithaveracity perspective, that
is, they try to determine the truth of the legend. Truth
researchersinvestigatethespecific clamscontainedinlegends
andrecelvemoreattentionfromthemediaandthepublic. The
lack of supportingevidencefor clamsafter thoroughresearch
iscons dered anegation of theclaims. Justinsaid hetendedto
have both perspectives since he isjournalist as well asa
folklorid.

Why FalseUrban L egendsAreCreated
Urbanlegendsspread easily becausethey areinteresting
and entertaining. The forwarding feature on the internet
increasesthe easeand speed inwhichthey are spread.
Themost common way legendsare created isthrough
confabulation. Duringtheretelling of astory, memory gapsare
filledwithfd sedetall sthat makesensetotheteller. Thesecond
most commonway isthrough exaggeration inwhichtheteller
intentionally embellishesthelegendin order to makeit more
entertaining. Thethird most commonway isthrough creation
inwhichtheentirestory iscompletely fabricated. Theleast

commonway ismiscommunication, themaking of anerrorin
thetdling.

Urban legendscan a so contain hidden messages. For
exampl e, thelegend---which concernsthelonewomandriver
being followed by amaletruck driver who keepsflashing his
headlightsuntil shepullsover and
amanwithaknifejumpsout her
back seat fleeingfromthebright |-
headlightsof thefollowingtruck- -

--hasthehidden messagesthat a

womanisnot safealone, that she §

needsaman, and that sheisnot

intelligent enough to see the

danger of her Situation. Fearisa

hidden message in many urban

legends. Mdliciouslegendsmay becreatedinorder to spread
fear against corporationsandtheir products.

Determining what isfalseand what istruein an urban
legendcanbedifficult. Eventudly, believingwhatistrueor fase
depends on the how much trust you have in the source.
Althoughnearly dl print, broadcast, and el ectronic mediaare
6
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riddled with urbanlegends, somemediaaremorecareful
about checking the veracity of their news reports than
others. National Public Radio (NPR) and Public
Broadcasting System (PBS) aretwo of themorereliable
broadcastingmedia. They dependmuchlessoncommercia
advertizingrevenuefor their fundingandthereforetheratings
arenot nearly asimportant in programming decisions.

A Round-up of FavoriteL egends

After aperiod of several minuteswhen membersof the
audience asked questionsand offered many other urban
legendsthat they recently heard or seen, Justin offered
somemoreof hisfavorite urbanlegends. Thefollowing
areafew of those:

1. Morepeoplearealivetoday thanall of thosewho
havelived and died throughout history.

2. Thenew Cokewasmarketedinorder toincrease
thesalesof theold Coca-Cola.

3. Coca-Colaoncecontained cocaine. True, invery
small amounts, alongtimeago

4. Cokewill dissolveenamel.

5. GeorgeBushoncewavedto StevieWonder. May
be true or he may have been waving to someone near
StevieWonder.

6. ThereisaclubinDisneylandwhereyoucandrink
withcelebrities.

7. InBostonin1919twenty-onepeoplewerekilled
by two million gallons of molasses that spilled from a
bursting storagetank. Thisisactually true.

8. Qil companiesarefundingterrorists.

Theensuing discussion continued into lunch at the
Dubliner Restaurant.

— reported by Bob Streifthau

Not theshar pest knifeinthedrawer.

Michael Anthony Jacobs is ac-
cused of committinganumber of robberies
intheareaof Mesa, Arizona. Accordingto
witnessesthey didn’'tgodl thatwell. Onthe
first, hedropped hisgun soit brokeopen.
In the second, he had to pause in his
getaway to usean asthmainhaler. Onthe
third, hefound hiskeyslockedins dethegetaway car. When
hemanagedtodriveaway, hewaspulled over by apolice
officer for driving at night without hisheadlightson. Hewas
arrested and charged with thethreerobberies. Heremains
asuspectintwo others. (AP)

A Puzzlefor Thinkers

i / Twotricky equations?

Eachof thefivelettersrepresentsadifferent singledigit,
with EA representing atwo-digit number. What isthe
valueof thesum of B+D?Dothedigitshave aunique

solution?
Source: John Allen Paulos, Who' s Counting (July 2001)
Copyright © ABC News Internet Ventures

Solutiontothepuzzleinthelast issue:

How tofill two bagswith black and white
beadsto affect chance.

If Charlie putsonewhite beadinto onebag,
andtheother 99 beadsin the other he hasthese
probabilities. Half achancethedictator will pick the
bag with only onewhitebead, plus49/99 chancesif he
pickstheother bag, for atotal of almost three quarter

How comewebelieve so much odd stuff?
According to the new Census report,
84.1 percent of Americansage 25 and
older have at least a High School
diploma, anew record. Inthisagegroup,
25.6 percent have graduated from
College, alsoanew high. Thestatewith
thehighest percentage of HSgraduates
was South Dakotawith 91.8 percent. Thelowest wasWest
Virginiaat 77.1 percent. Ohio cameinwith 87.0 percent.
-- Associated Press (19 December 2000)
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Ohio Creationismfrompage 1....
reinterpret and distort toimply leading researchersquestion
thebasic processesof evolution. But theseresearchersare
noneof them doubtsthebasicfactsof evolutionor givesthe
dightest credencetointelligent design. Norecent scientific
discoveries have cast the slightest doubt on evolution by
Wolf discussed the present struggle at the Ohio
Boardof Educationtoinsertintelligent designintotherevised
Ohio Science Standards for
thehearingsonthisissue. A recent
B hearingtook theform of adebate
. between the opposing forces.
designwerePhillip Krauss, aprofessor of physicsat Case
Western University, and Kenneth L. Miller, a biology
professor at BrownUniversity. Theimportanceof Millerwas
acceptsevolutionand itsbasi c premiseswithout questioning
hisfaith. Theintelligent desgndefendersareunwillingtoadmit
inpublicwhomthey consider the* Designer.” Privately they
intelligent designareanti-God and anti-religious.
The Santorum Amendment (Senator Rick Santorum,
R-Pa) to the Elementary and Secondary Education
opening thedoor tointelligent design and other creationist
attacksonevolution. TheAmendment did not actually make
itintotheAct (PublicLaw 107-110), but wasrelegated tothe
tobeenforced.
Chrigtian creationistsinterpret thislanguageto mean
that whenever evolution is taught, the opposing view of
alsobetaught. Otherwise,
evolution should not be
taught. Of course, this
have equal footing in the
scientificcommunity and
ether view couldturnoutto
not ascientific debate but
rather apolitical and cul-
tural debate. Thereisno

only arguing about thedetail sinevol utionary processesand
natural selection.

schoolsand the current status of

Speakingfor scienceand opposingtheinclusonof intelligent

enhanced by thefact heisadevout Roman Catholic who

admit heistheGod of theBible, and consider thoseopposing

Authorization Act of 2001 had the specific purpose of

ConferenceReportwhichisaningtructiononhowthelawis

intelligent design should

implies that these views

betrue. However, thisis
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debate within the scientific community over the basic
premiseof evolution, just thedetail sof how it occurred. No
articlesupportingintelligent design or questioningthebasic
processof evolution hasever been publishedinany major
sciencejournd.

Althoughthemesetingwasopentoeveryone, noone
in the audience voiced support for intelligent design.
Presumably no cregtioni stsattended themeetingtocriticize
evolutionand promotetheir personal beliefsinintelligent
design. Evidently rationalistsand skeptics, at |east theones
who attend the ART meetings, are only skeptical of
cregtionismindlitsforms includinginteligentdesign, but not
skegptical of evolutionand related well-established theories
of science.

Alively wide-rangingdiscussionensued. A lawyer
intheaudience provided legal insight into thisissueand
answered several questionsfrom the audience about the
consequences of the Santorum Amendment, in the
Conference Report, and the Ohio revisions to the law
accordingtothenew federal standards. The problemsof
testing math among students was raised as well. The
discussion meandered along a stream of consciousness
movingamong many interesting thoughts.

Inthe second part of the meeting, Roy Auerbach
presented snippetsof someof theinteresting and at times
incoherent and unintentionally
humorous e-mail he receives
throughthe ART website. The
most popular topic isreligion
and evolution. Any blurb
criticizing somesupernatural or
spiritud claimisoftenmet with
irrational tiradesthat skeptics
arecloseminded. Butjustthe
reverseisusudly true, that those
believing in some claim are
closed mindedtoany evidence
and logic contradicting the
clam. Theblurbsand email responsescover awiderange
of pseudo-scientifictopicsrunning thegamut from ritual
magic, Kirlian photography, to astrology, and creationism.

Some responses are lengthy while others terse.
Someareranting whileothersarereasoned. Someof the
readersareoutraged becausewhat isonthewebsiteclashes
withtheir cherished beliefswhileothersarecomplimentary.
But asrationalistsrather than merely skeptics, the ART
perspectiveisnot Ssmply to accept theprevailing cultural
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trendsor popul ar belief systems.

Asfar asrespondingtotheemail, Roy said heignores
someof it becauseitismoreof an assertion or attack thana
request or question. Thisisfurther necessitated becausemany
respondentswant to engageinalengthy dialog or argument.
A short statement followed by ashort response oftenleadsto
alengthy response. Furthermore, itisoften obviousthat the
e-mailer’s mind cannot be changed through facts or
rationdity. SoRoy usually cutsthemoff after ashort repartee.
Becauseof spacelimitationsinthisreport, | only mentionthe
two bel ow on oppositeendsof the spectrum of respondent
viewsontheART website.

Onerespondent wrotethat the” founding fathers’ of
the United States were well aware of Darwin’ stheory of
evolution. The Declaration of Independence and the
Condtitutionwerewrittenintheeighteenth century. Charles
Darwin’s*Origin of the Species’ laying out histheory of
evolutionwasnot published until 1859. Tonot know sucha
basi cfact of general knowledgeisoneexampleamong many
that reveal the unending battlethe evol utionistsmust wage
against theignoranceand distortionsof thecreationists.

At the other end of the spectrum, one e-mail
respondent wrote: “1 really enjoy your Cincinnati Skeptics
website. Herel thought | wastheonly rational humanbeing
inthetri-stateareal” Theseand other responsesshow that our
websiteisbeing read by many. Most arguewithanythingon
thewebsitethat contradictstheir personal beliefs, but some
suchastheaboverespondent find solaceinknowingthey are
not aloneand i solated but that othersal soregj ect therampant
irrationality soprevalentinsociety. Therespondentsalso
glaringly reved that whilesmall battlesmay bewon, thewar
againstignoranceand superstitionisnever ending.

- reported by Bryan Sellers

Design, maybe, but Intelligent, never! |
Only acompleteidiotwouldrunasewer|
htthrougharecreationd area. |
— bio-astrologer Esmeraldavonl
L owenzahn-Dentddionl

N - (L)
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S\ Upcoming &\,
Events...

Last Meeting of the 2001-2002 Season!

Date and Day: Sat. June & 2002

Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program --
12:15PM - 2:00 PM Lunch
Topic: “Brew Myths’ inwordsand taste.
Speaker: Ed Westemeier
Brew, Brewing and Brewery Myths, atalk and
tastingwith Ed Westemeier. Thisought to beadelight for
brainandbelly.

PICNIC/ Awugnust 24 2002

As every year, the annua picnic will be
from 4 to 6+ PM. Neither the date nor the place
Iscastinconcreteat thistime. Dowatchand wait
for your information postcard.

Friday-the-13th
There will be three, count ‘em three,
Friday-the-13ths in the 2002-2003
season, specificaly in September, De-
cember and June. If youareinterestedin
having a party for fun and bashing the
variouscommon superstitionsabout black
cats, breaking mirrors, spilling salt,
walking under laddersand many morenow
isthetimeto volunteer. No decisionsabout
when or where or even at all have been
made at thistime Anyoneinterested in
participating in a special Program
subcommittee to explore how to cel-
ebrateand recognizethis“lucky” turnof
thecalendar, contact Brad <<bonham@
compuserve. com>>. If nobody volun-
teersto help makeaparty, therewill beno

party.
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Thereisausefor almost anything. . .

[Under arrest and held without bail] istheoperator of
thePacific Family Funera Homeand Pacific
CremationCareinLakeElsinore, CA,whois
accused of similar dastardly deeds. The
operator ischarged with selling body partsto
researchlaboratoriesand anatomy classesat
medical schools— secret transactionsthat
brought him $365,000 ayear.

— The Washington Spectator (15 March 2002) p. 4

Summer Fun
N2

s At T A SN Y — . NEAP ST

National Taxpayer Advocate
Ms. Olson recommended a
number of changes; our favoriteis her
proposal that thelRSbeallowedtowaive
penaltiesfor what shecdledthe” one-time
stupid act.” Shecited an accountant who
cost his client $10,000 in penalties
becausehefailedto put sufficient postage
on areturn to get it delivered on time.
Requiringapenalty inthiskind of case, shesaid“isnot sane.”
Wheretaxesareconcerned sanity may betoo muchtoexpect,
but for offeringarefreshing doseof redity, Ms. Olsongetsour

vote.

— “Twice Stupid” editorial Washington Post National Weekly
Edition, (14-20 Jan.' 02) p. 24

Member ship Duration

And Dues......

All memberships start in
Aug coordinated with our fiscal
year, from 1 August to 31 July of the
next year. This will alow us to mail
renewal requests only once a year in
theFall.

REMINDER....
YEARLY MEMBER-
SHIPS ARE DUE IN
SEPTEMBER!
Please Pay/Send In Your

Membership Dues

in September
SEE THE FORM ON PAGE 11.....

Science Book-Club Meetings for 2002

All meetingsareheld at thedowntown Cincinnati Public Library inmeeting room 3A on
the 3" floor at 2:30 pm on the 4" Sunday of each month unless otherwise specified.

June 23 - Asimov's Chronology Of Science And Discovery by Isaac Asimov
July 28 - Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness by Donald R. Griffin
August 25 - The Greatest Benefit to Mankind: A Medical History of Humanity by Roy Porter,

Sept 22 - The Mismeasure of Man by Stephen Jay Gould,

Oct 27 - Extinct Humans by lan Tattersall and Jeffrey H. Schwartz

Nov 24 - E=MC? by David Bodanis

Dec 15 - Sunday at 2:30 Seven Daughters of Eve by Bryan Sykes)
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax:
716-636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newsletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FL
33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM and publishes Cincinnati Skeptic
bi-monthly. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of information on paranormal
claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was founded by Cincinnati area
skeptics in 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Lance Moody (513) 336-9834 or visit our website.
AddressChangesand Corrections, Member ship Questions. Nurit Bowman (513) 731-0642 E-mail: nuritb@netscape.net

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
ONew Member ORenewing Member OContribution ~ QGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are able to, your
additional contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generously, if possible. Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues. $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
CIRequest subjects for future meetings

OPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

g Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
E For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network
M == = Effort.  You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”

—

E: Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. This is our
means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sure to check out our skeptical website at  http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
thingsashow to get to our meetings; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample copies of the newsl etter
to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
11
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What isa skeptic?

Modern skepticism is aresponse to the torrent of paranormal and pseudoscientific claimsthat pervade
our lives. Thestoriesof ghosts, flying saucers, miracle cures, |ake monstersand many other fringe beliefs often
go unchallenged. Skeptics provide the challenge.

While many of us are not scientists, we embrace the scientific method as mankind’ s best invention for
seeking knowledge. Skeptics are not cynics. We don’'t simply reject every unusual idea. We do know
extraordinary claims demand extraordinary evidence. We insist on the evidence.

Cincinnati Skeptics, The Association for Rational Thought, meet to discuss such claims. We debate the
merits; we skewer dogmatism. We have fun.

Thetruth isout there. And skeptics are looking for it.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Last Meeting of the 2001-2002 Season! Date and Day: Sat. June 8, 2002
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:15PM - 2:00 PM Lunch

Join us for a PICNIC!!! - See inside for Details!!!

Next year therewill beFriday 13" in September, December, and June.
Help theprogram committeethink about acelebration!

Mark your Calendars, Watch your mail
& Seelnside (p.9) for Details!
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